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Melbourne’s Forgotten Railway: 
a TV documentary about the Outer Circle Line 

 
Fact Sheet 
 

Railway Timeline 
 
1872 A case is made for building a railway to bring traffic into Melbourne from Gippsland 
 
1873 Victorian Railways Engineer-In-Chief Thomas HIGGINBOTHAM suggests that the Gippsland line 

could be brought into Melbourne via an “Outer Circle” route. 
 

The Outer Circle Railway League and other lobby groups are formed – many public meetings are 
held. 
 

1878 The government purchases the Melbourne & Hobsons Bay United Railway Company and the direct 
line from Oakleigh to Melbourne is completed. 

 
1879 Gippsland travellers could now travel directly into Melbourne – the Outer Circle Line is no longer 

needed. 
 
1883 Change of government - James Service is elected. 
 
1888 Construction of the Outer Circle Line begins, authorised by the 1884 Railway Construction Act. 
 
1890 Waverley Road to Camberwell section opened to traffic.   Trains now running up and down 

between Oakleigh and Camberwell. 
 

Economic Depression. 
 
Yarra River viaduct (modern-day Chandler Highway bridge) construction complete in November. 
 

1891 Opening of the final section from Riversdale to Fairfield Park. 
 
 Financial crash.  Economic depression. 
 
1893 Fairfield Park to Riversdale officially closed on 12/4/1893. 
  
1895 Section b/w Oakleigh and Ashburton closed, never re-opened. 
 



1897 Trains on remaining section Ashburton - Camberwell stopped 01/05/1897.  The whole of the Outer 
Circle Railway was now closed. 

 
1898 Trains resumed Ashburton – Camberwell. 
 
1900 Riversdale - Deepdene reopened.   
 
1912 - Tramways built to Burwood and Camberwell: dramatic decline in patronage. 
1916 
 
1924 Last steam-hauled service to Ashburton.  Electric trains from Camberwell started running. 
 
1927 Last passenger service – replaced by railways bus.  Goods services still running. 
 
1943 Goods services continued running until 6/9/1943. 
 

 
Facts & FAQs 
 

 “Through” trains never travelled the entire length of the line… trains worked in sections from 
Oakleigh to Waverley Road, Waverley Road to Camberwell and Riversdale to Fairfield Park. 

 

 Reasons argued for the Outer Circle Line’s construction: 
o To get passenger and livestock traffic from Gippsland to Spencer Street Station, bypassing 

the privately-owned M&HBURC; 
o There was no efficient link between Flinders Street and Spencer Street: "to relieve Flinders 

Street of congestion" with trains running at ground level; and 
o Cartage of firewood from Gippsland to the Brunswick Brick Kilns. 

 

 Construction was overseen by John Monash (later Sir John Monash). 
 

 Workers found gold specimens during excavation of the cutting near Shenley station. 
 

 It later emerged that a number of politicians had bought large land holdings along the proposed rail 
route; passed legislation that authorised the line’s construction; then sold their land holdings for an 
inflated price after the railway had been built. 
 

 Why isn’t the Outer Circle Line still running today?  When the line opened, most of the land it 
passed through was paddocks, orchards and market gardens.  There was little or no population in 
this part of Melbourne in the 1890s and the train was widely regarded as a white elephant. 
 
Ultimately there was no business case for the railway – it haemorrhaged money for many years 
before being closed during the Second World War. 
 

 Has anything been left behind?  The surviving middle section of the railway is now known as the 
Alamein Line.  Originally the Outer Circle Line extended south from Alamein to Oakleigh, and north 
from Alamein (crossing the Belgrave / Lilydale lines at East Camberwell) through Deepdene, East 
Kew, over the Chandler Highway bridge to Fairfield. 
 
You can still see bridges, clearings where stations once stood, as well as rail and ballast. 

 


